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FROM A 


| - EitizenofPort-Rojalin Famaica, 


9 


1 


Citizen of New-York; 


Relating to ſome Extraordinary Meaſures, - 
Lately ſet on Foot in that Is LAND: 


— 


LONDON. 
Printed for JI. Jonxsox, in Ludgate- Street. 
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SIR, 


R Gentlemen of your Colony being 
- reputed ſuperior to us, in political know- 
4 lege; and our Conſtitution, upon the 
ſame model; we pray your information touch · 
ing certain obſtruſe Points, hitherto unknown a. 
mong us: fiot doubting your eandid anſwer, to a 
man who is neither dependant upon any Admi 
niſtration, nor linked with any Party; but a rea. 
and teddy friend to the Conſt itution; not other] 
Wiſe concerned in the ſubject of this Letter, but 
* merely as a Member of the Community; having 
| no kind of perſonal intereſt in this matter, but 
as his private Fortune is connected with the 


You cannot be a ſtanger to the many unjuſti- 
fiable Meaſures, purſued by a late ill · adviſed Go- 
vernor of this Hand; Meaſures, chiefly imputed 
to his ſeeretary and a Favourite Rocleſiaſtie.— 
To facilitate his Meaſures, Seriblers were ſet at 
work, to corrupt the Morals of the People, and 

poſſeſs them with the deſtructive error (the ſtale 
device of bad miniſters) that no ſueh thing as 
virtue exiſts in the world. WE PC 


Before his arrival, Letters were ſent, importin 
threats to turn ſuch of the members of our 


ſembly 
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ſembly as were Place. men, out of their employ- 


ments, if they did not implicitly comply with his 


Meaſures: Very wrong ones, > may believe; 


otherwiſe, this extraordinary Step would have 
been unneceſſary: But, to the honour of our 
Members, the more they were threatened, the 
more determined were they, to unite and oppoſe. 


The Governor and his Adviſers, ſoon after his 


atrival, finding that menaces could not prevail 
with the Deſcendants of Britain, then betook 


themſelves to corruption; much more bare-faced, 
than any ever practiſed before, in this Iſland. 
- They tempted us with Money, Places and 
Penſions; but with little ſucceſs. I can aſſure 
you, there are few here, who have not publick 
ſpirit; true Sterling ſentiments of Britiſh Liberty. 


When all ſorts of indirect means were, in vain, 


tried, to obtain his ends; he then ſuddenly pro- 
rogued our Aſſembly; in a manner, ſcarce ever 


beſore heard of, in this Iſland; purely to prevent 
our repreſenting his Meaſures, to our excellent 


* 


Monarch. DIE 


"3" ho 


I ſhan'tdetain you with a detail of the extra. 


ordinary Proceedings of that Adminiſtration, 
after the Prorogation; and the more extraordi- 


nary circumſtances of the Governor's departure: 

But ſhall haſten to the principal deſign of this 
Letter; and beg your anſwer to the following 
queſtions. CE Eo FFF 


When the Speaker of your Aſſembly inclines 


to 


# JI 


9 

to quit the Chair, does he fairly and openly re- 
ſign it to thoſe who appointed him; or does he, 
by ſiniſter and clandeſtine means, endeavour to 
eſtabliſh a ſucceſſor ; before thoſe who created 
him Speaker, know any thing of his intended 
. reſignation ; a ſucceſſor, who muſt (whatever be 
his private endowments) unavoidably, from va. 
riety of immovable cauſes, create general dif- 
content, by taking that Chair? 


If your Speaker ſhould, by under. hand artifi- 
ces and machinations, at the cloſe of a Seſſion, 
endeavour to compaſs the intruſion of a ſucceſſor, 
When many Members were abſent, and the re- 
maining few, aſtoniſhed at the ſuddeneſs, as well 
as nature,of the deep-concerted blow; what ſteps 
would you take,duringtheProrogation; and what, 
at the next meeting of your aſſembly? Would you 
not for ever renounce every Man, acting any 
part in ſuch deteſtable combination? would you 
not inſtantly revive thoſe public- ſpirited Meets 
ings, which, in every free Country, are the ſur- 
eſt means of preſerving the Conftitution, againſt 
the ſchemes of ambitious men, Meetings, which 
ſaved us in a late dangerous Adminiſtration ; and 
have fince been induſtriouſly and moſt artfully 

_ diſcouraged? Would you not, in thoſe Meetings, 
comment upon the uncommon and critical ſitu- 
ation of your public affairs; - boldly repreſenting 
Men and Meaſures in their true light; inſpiring 
the People with juſt indignation, againſt thoſe 
whoſe Feelings for their Country are utterly ex- 
tinguiſhed by dire ambition and ſordid avarice; 
animating your Fellow-ſubjects, with the ſtrong- 

_ eſt and warmeſt ſentiments of eſteem, for men of 
| 5 | | publie 
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public virtue, the only real Guardians of the 


Rights and Privileges of the People; and, above 
all things, upon all occaſions, demonſtrating, 


that no evil treatment from Miniſters, how often 
ſoever repeated, can, in any degree, impair your 
rivetted attachment to that illuſtrious Houſe, aſ- 
ſigned byProvidence as a Barrier, againſtPopery 
and arbitrary Power ? 5 


If any Speaker in yourCountry ſhould ever be 
hardy enough, to attempt thus ſurreptitioufly to 


obtrude a {ucceſſor; could you, by any rules of 


law or reaſon, reward his perfidy at the public 
coſt; and finding it neceſſary to bribe him with 
a ſum too large for one payment, therefore ſplit 
it into a number of annual gales, amounting in 
the whole to upwards of ſixty thouſand pounds 


of our currency? a modeſt pluck, out of the pub- 
lic purſe; not to reward public merit, but to 


ſanctify public demerit. | 
Should your Speaker enjoy lucrative employ- 


ments all his life; until he were, by years, render - 


ed incapable to bear the toils of his office; then 


reſign, in the moſt proper manner; would you 
not think him fully recompenſed, by a ſplendid 
proviſion for life? If, in the moſt improper man- 


ner, he ſecretly covenanted to reſign, for pecu- 
niary reward; giving up his friends, and the Cauſe 
which he avowed as the Cauſe of his Country, to 
their known Opponents ; what would you then 
think he merited ? N ED 


If ſuch a man ſhould be rewarded for ſuch 
conduct, out of the public money ; would not 
every ſubject who paid his proportion to the 
publiè taxes, have an evident tight, openly and 
loudly to complain? Should this gentleman 


happen 
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happen to be a man, who had ſet himſelf at the 
| head of a popular Intereſt, to ſupport conſtituti- 
onal Meaſures; and, having thus infinuated him- 
felf into full confidence of the 47 on ; then, all 


at once, in Abuſe of that Confidence, betray 
thoſe who confided in him; would you not, 
for your own preſervation, oppoſe him; 

and, for Example, expoſe him: however 
grievous might be the neceſſity, of exhibit- 

ing to the Publick, in true colours, a man, once 
venerable among you? Unhappy man! to be 


treated with all tenderneſs, the public Intereſt 


can bear. ed, 5 


One Family here, and their Alliance, in a great 


meaſure, ſway the Revenue and Treaſury: They 


at preſent, in a political 


lately, in a manner, had the very Government 
of the Iſland in them. (their weight there, was 
no ſecret) And it is generally ee ee that 
it will be ſo again. Sheriffs, who have great- 
ly in their power, our lives, liberties and pro- 
perties,will then be chiefly nominated by them. 


All men know what this Iſland lately felt, by 


partial and arbitrary ſheriffs. The known and 
remarkable Aſſociate of this Family, is the prin- 


cipal Clergyman here; and is ſuppoſed, with 
their aid, very largely to influence two other 
.momentous Bodies. Who can forget what this 


Ifland has already felt, by this dangerous man ; 

ituation, alike uncom- 
mon and ſuſpicious: ſeemingly diſcarded, the 
road, open for his return: No kind of ſatisfactory 


publick aſſurance given, that he ſhall hereafter 
be excluded. 


Conſider the means of influence, annexed to 
the monſtrous Benefice of this American Pope ; 
it's large Patrogage, extenſive power of F, 

3 . an 4 
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and immenſe Eſtate in ſugar Plantations: which 
being farmed out in parcels, upon determinable 
leaſes of great value, to many of the principal 


| gentlemen of the Iſland ; ſtrengthens hisinflu- 


ence, to ſuch a degree, that ſcarce any man of 
the Iſland can cope with him: Then weigh the 


conſequences; ſhould a Family already poſſefled 


of ſuch formidable means of influence, and moſt 
intimately connected with a man of his danger- 
ous turn of mind and overgrown Weight, pro- 
cure the Lead in our Aſſembly. | 


Reflect upon the ſtate of our affairs, relative 


to the public- money. An immenſe redundancy 


in the Treaſury, amountingto more than half the 
current caſh of this Iſland : Large future redun- 
dancies, likely to accrew; the ordinary Duties be- 
ing continued, although the public coffers. be 
full : Groundleſs Claims, of moſt dangerous 
Tendency, concerning our public money, lately 
ſet up: Thoſe Claims, ſtill unrelinquiſhed ; nay, 
perſiſted in; acquieſced under : The Ends, 


partly effected: Unmerited Penſions, greatly, 


exorbitantly increaſing : The Aſſembly, ſilent. 


Ik Vigilance was neceſſary under the late Go- 
vernment ; is it not much more neceſſary now; 
when the Inſtruments of carrying theſe danger- 
ous Claims into execution, are ſo manifeſtly and 
ſo greatly enlarging their power ; and a main 
ſupporter of the Rights of the People, taken off. 


The preſent ſtate of our political affairs does, 
in many reſpects, moſt nearly concern us: Tis 
a ſubject, of the higheſt moment to conſider, 
Who,but a man that wiſhes to ſhare in the ſpoils, 
will openly deny this, or ſecretly oppoſe it? 
| 10 


. 

The Raule in Politics, for ſome time paſt, ſeems 
to have been, that of poſtponing and amuſi 
the Adminiftration, ſmooth, deep and ſilent; as 
if old - purpoſes were to be carried on, by new 
Meaſures ; and the Machiavihan Eccleſiaſtic, 
conning his Part. We trace him in quality of a 
ſecret adviſer; ſtill a Prompter behind the ſcene; 
ready te come upon the ſtage, as ſoon as the 
Audience is prepared: and we ſee no means 
omitted, to prepare them. 


Such is the inſeperable Ally, of the nt 
Speaker of our Aſſembly; ſuch, the Speaker, ſin- 
gled out for co-operation with this remarkable 
Ally ;——ſuch, our penny danger. 


Do theſe gentlemen flatter themſelves, that 
common ſenile is excluded from all of human 
Race, but themſelves? Does a man live among 
us, without diſcernment ſufficient to ſee the ten- 
dency of this unprecedented ingroſsment of 
Power? which, however exorbitant, muſt ſtill be 
enlarged. Not content with ruling, almoſt wholly 
and abſolutely, in our Council; they muſt aſpire 
to preſide in the remainingBranch of theLegiſla- 
ture; to take the Chair of our Aſſembly, and aſ- 
ſume the Lead there; and, deſpairing of ſucceſs 
by a fair Election, then lay a Scheme to entrap 
the Members, and take the Chair by ſtratagem. 
Should ſuch intrigues prove ſucceſsful ; what is 
there, that may not be apprehended from ſuch 
enormous Powers, centering - in one Family? 
What public Confidence can any People 


place in men, who take ſuch means to obtain 
their ends ? 


Even 5 


| 1 

Even before our late Governor, with his ſecre- 
tary and ſpiritual Aid - du· camp, were pleaſed to 
attack us; we were openly told, that it would 
prove fruitleſs to oppoſe this riſing Family; as the 
force of their powerful Allyance muſt, in the 
event, be ſufficient to bear down all oppoſition. 
| Laying aſide thisfortuitous Allyance(if, in the e- 
vent, their Meaſures ſuffer it to prove fortuitous to 
them) where lyes the præeminent Title of this 
aſpiring Family, to this general Dominion over 
their fellow-ſubjects ? Is their aggrandiſement to 
he the mornentous aim, under the adminiſtra- 
tion of a man, happy in his character and de- 
ſcent, in the eſteem of his Prince and confidence 
of the People? is there not room to conclude, 
that ſome uncommon degree of miſinformation 
and deception muſt have intervened; to produce 
Actions, thus inconſiſtent with Characters? with- 
out diſparagement, be it ſpoken. No diſnonour 
in a ſubject, to be miſled. The common fate 
of Kings. . | | | 


At whoſe door, muſt this deception be laid ? 
the queſtion, Cui Bono, points out the anſwer; and 
Characters confirm it. Our Chief came unble- 

miſhed among us. Happy! thrice happy! had he 
come without Allyances. His ſecretary (not like 
our former ſecretary, who ſtole out of this Iſland 
by night, for fear of inſults from an inflamed Po- 
pulace, in reſentment for publick injuries) has 
given ſuch evidence of uprightneſs, throughout 
his general conduct, as muſt exempt him from 
every kind of diſhonourable imputation. Who, 
therefore, can be ſuppoſed to have worked under 
ground, at the treacherous Mine; but thoſe you 
tee prepared, to take advantage by the ſpringing 


of 11? 
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Why, theſe Doings, inanlfland, alike remark+ 
able for Loyalty and Tranquility ; ever ready ta 
devote their perſons and Eſtates, to the ſer» 
vice of their Prince? Qne ſingle County in the 
3 of this Iſland, during the time of 
the late Rebellion in Scotland, offered to raile 
20,900 men; the Gentlemen, to inliſt, as private 
ſoldiers, foxencouragement of their Tenants; and 
ſerve his Majeſty, untill the Rebellion ſhould be 
ſuppreſſed. Was not this, a cordial proof of the 
ſtrangeſt attachment? Will you (for this is ad- 
dreſſed to any Britiſn ſubject) will vou do ſuch a 
pe ople the diſhonour, toput the private intereſt of 
a ſew mercenary men, iv the ſcale againſt them? 
Will vou do fuch a People the injuſtice, to give 
them a moment of general diſquietude, for the 
privategratification of any aſpiring Individuals? 
ho is the man, that can anſwer foradviſing ſuch 
eaſures, at any time; particularly, at this ? 
What ſenſe, what Deteſtation, that diſtinguiſhed 
County have, of ſome of our preſent political 
Meaſurez, may be very eaſily known: They 
are, in no ſort, ſhy, in declaring their opinions. 


Men, free born and liberally educated, are 
above diſguiſe: Hypocriſy, they give up to Para- 
{ites. No degree of Court-Artifice can poſſibly 
cover their ſentiments, from men in power, who 
deſire to know, and take proper means of infor- 
mation, and the ſenſe of that county will, in the 
event, undoubtedly be found, the general ſenſe 
_ of this Iſland. Men, who chuſe to know it's real 

ſenſe, have no excuſe for their ignorance. l 


The proper Reflections upon this important 
ſubject, we ſubmit to a noble Perſonage, bred up 
ip Principles of Whiggiſm and Liberty; eſſential 
5 5 1 . — | Ingredients 
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ingredients in any man, fit to preſide over this 
foyal Iſland; an Iſland, never parſimonious of its 
Blood or Treaſure; neyer (ſince the glorious Re- 
volution) once known to repine, at any Tax for 
ſupport of Government. „„ Was 


Without murmur, we chearfully aſſent to the 
granting of our puhlic Money, in liberal Penſions, 
for real public ſervice. Should ſome deſigni 
Miniſter pervert the proper uſe of Penſions; . 
apply them to corrupt the Guardians of the Peo- 
ple; ye friends of the Conſtitution, without party 
diſtinctions(diſtinctions, generally raiſed by craf. 


ty Stateſmen, to play you at one another] we 
_ call upon you to anſwer, what would you think? 


Ye Slumberers, if ſuch there be, would not this 
awaken you? If not, take your eternal Reſt. | 


Wonld the divine Lord Ruſſel, whoſe memory 
is revered by men of knowledge and public 


ſpirit all over Europe; would he, for any earthly 
. Confideration, have been a Party to any tranſac- 


tion, inconſiſtent with the Honour, the Intereſt- 
or the Libertys of England? He died, not to en- 
ſlave, but to free his Country. In your laſt Letter, 


you deſired me to Inform you, whether the di- 


rection of the popular intereſt among us, be con- 
fined to one, two or three great men; intimating 
2 report among you, that theſe ſuppoſed Direc- 


tors, have the very Tongues of our People, and 
the Voices of the Aſſembly in their pockets. I 


am amazed you could aſk ſuch a queſtion ; you 
who know, that Britiſh Blood runs in ourVeins; 
and the Spirit of Engliſhmen, in our Hearts. If it 


vere poſſible for the combined devices of men, 


to impreſs puſilanimity, ignorance and depravi- 


2220460 F- | 
ty upon the Generality ; you would find the vi- 
gour of the reſt, redoubled. „ 
The truth is, the Conſtable of the Watch, be · 
ing bribed to divert the men from attending 
their duty, took all upon himſelf; they truſted 
him; and we, truſting them, compoſed ourſelves 
in deep ſecurity: We overſlept ; hut are now 
ſufficiently awakened, to watch the Wachk Ment 
Aſſure your friends and ours, that this free Iſlan 
is not in the hands of any one, two or three great 
men whatſoever. Iſ any ſuck preſume to anſwer 
for managing it; they will deceive, by promiſ- 
ing more than they can perform. We are not 
to be put back and forward, like the hand of a 
clock, Right Meaſures will ever keep us quiet; 
and wrong ones, ever diſcompoſe us. It is with 
us, as with all men of conſtitutional Freedom: 
Every Ruler can vary our tempers, and change 
ta Storm or Calm, as he pleaſes. There may 
poſſibly be men, vain enough to deceive them- 
ſelves, magnifying, in their own eyes, their own 
ſtrength; or diſingenuous enough, to miſrepreſent 
their ſtrength; or fanciful enough, to imagine 
that they can ingeniouſly ſtrike out a new, ſuc- 
cCeſsful ſyſtem of Policy; and rely upon ſupport- 
ing it, by Meaſures, ſubverſive of the Rights of 
the People. Such chymerical projects can never 
prevail, againſt the natural Weight and Intereſt 
of a free People, properly informed. 


We with the publick Meaſures, to be always 
conſtitutional and juſt. It is our buſineſs to exert 
our conſtitutional ſtrength, for the fruſtrating of 
every Meaſure, which doth not anſwer this de- 
ſcription ; if we were reſtrained herein, it would 
be equal, whether we lived in Jamaica or St. 
Domingo, in Britain or Turky. 


Your 
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Four Liberties are dear to us, as our own; we 
know them, to he inſeperable.. Deſtroy Liberty 
in any branch of the Britiſn Territories; and it is 
impaired, in all. Leaders of the People may, in 
continued ſucceſſion, poſſibly betray us and you; 
the People themſelves, never will. Rely upon 
this; in every Age and every emergency, every 
repeated inſtance of evi] treatment fromLeaders, 


every ſnare laid to take us, every new danger 


incurred, however ſoothing the Adminiſtration, 


or * 


you, for the common preſervation. 
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muft neceſſarily rivet this Iſland ſtill cloſer to 


